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Have you ever worked on a committee, working 

with someone who didnôt do their part?  Isnôt that 

discouraging?  Wayne once chaired an art committee 

whose responsibility was to decorate a church 

basement for a Hawaiian luau.   In order for the luau to 

be more authentic, the church brought in a truckload of 

white sand and spread it on the basement floor.  Iôm 

glad I wasnôt on the clean-up crew!  They hung brown 

paper on the walls and asked Wayne and a committee 

of young people to decorate those walls by painting 

water scenes and palm trees.  All of these teenagers 

were gifted and had ñpalm treeò talent, but they werenôt 

interested in the art work.  They were interested in the 

potato chips.  They were interested in the music.  They 

were interested in one another.  They were not 

interested in the palm trees.  So, after a while, he let 

them go home.  He painted all the palm trees himself 

because they werenôt working.  They were not doing 

their part. 

In Luke 16, Jesus relates the parable of the wasteful 

steward.  This steward was called by his employer to 

give an account of his stewardship.  In relating this 

event, the scripture does not say that his actions were 

illegal or immoral.   It doesnôt say he was ñmean and 

ugly.ò  He simply didnôt do his job properly.  Because 

of this, he was going to lose his job.  What did he do?  

He called in all his employerôs debtors and asked them 

to pay their bill, but collected only part of their debt.  

He said to one, ñYou pay me half.ò  And to another, 

ñYou pay 80%.  Iôll write off the other 20%.ò  He is 

ingratiating himself to the debtors so that one of them 

will hire him after he is fired.  But he was initially 

ñcalled on the carpetò because he did not do the job 

assigned to him.           

In another parable, Jesus talked about a steward 

who ruled over a household while his master was away.  

When the lord of the household returned, he found the 

steward drunken and disorderly.  The Bible says the 

steward knew his lordôs will, but did not do it.1  I donôt 

want that to happen to me.  I donôt want to fail to do 

Godôs will.   On occasion, Iôve intended to do 

something, but I didnôt do it.  I have even written it 

down; put it on a piece of paper and left it under the 

marble jar by the telephone. In our house, all important 

papers go under the marble jar.  Then, when we forget 

Ye s ,  L o r d .  Ye s ! 
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To your will and to your way  
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I will trust you and obey  

When your Spirit speaks to me 
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And my answer will be  

yes, Lord, yes7 


