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I guess most children go through a stage 
�Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �³�K�H�O�S�H�U�V�´���� �� �8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\����
they usually pass through this era of time and 
�E�H�F�R�P�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �³�V�H�O�I-�F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�´���� �� �%�X�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
beginning, they strive to please and choose to 
stand by your side to assist you.   

�2�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���J�U�H�D�W�� �³�G�X�V�W�H�U�V�´���� �� �:�H���F�K�R�V�H��
to encourage them by not criticizing their work, 
�D�F�F�H�S�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�\�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�� �D�V�� �³�H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���� �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W�O�\��
�D�E�R�Y�H�´���� �� �,�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �J�X�H�V�V�� �Z�K�D�W�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G������
They grew to detest dusting furniture.  We kept 
trying, however, shifting gears to other life skills.  
�,�¶�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H���W�K�H�\�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D���O�R�W������ �,�¶�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H���W�K�H�\��
even enjoyed themselves until we moved on to 
teach cooking.  Since cooking proceeds eating, it 
seemed to catch on. 

Suzanne, our daughter, and I used to work 
together to prepare dinner.  She was (and is) a 
�J�U�H�D�W���F�R�R�N�������,���Z�D�V���L�Q���F�K�D�U�J�H���R�I���³�F�O�H�D�Q-�X�S�´�����E�X�W���V�K�H��
fixed the meal.  We were a good team.  She 
selected recipes, cut, chopped, stirred, and baked.  
I always loaded the dishwasher.  Each of us had 
our responsibilities. 

It is similar in the body of Christ, the church.  
�,�Q���(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V�������������Z�H���U�H�D�G���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���E�R�G�\���L�V���³�I�L�W�O�\��
joined together and compacted by that which every 
�M�R�L�Q�W�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V���´�� �� �,�� �O�R�Y�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �Y�H�U�V�H���� �� �,�W�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
�³�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�´���� �� �,�W�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V��

�³�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�´�������7�K�L�V���J�U�H�D�W���Y�H�U�V�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���E�\���V�W�D�W�L�Q�J��
that every part works effectually.  And here is the 
purpose ­�± every part is joined together and works 
efficiently to increase and build up the body.  
Here, the visual image is much like the 
construction of a jigsaw puzzle.  The pieces of the 
puzzle are joined together to form one picture.  
Each piece is required for the picture to be whole 
and complete. 

�2�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V�� �E�R�G�\���� �W�K�H��
church, is listed in the writings of the Apostle 

Paul.  He simply states this responsibility as 
�³�K�H�O�S�V�´���� �� �1�R�� �R�Q�H�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�� �H�Y�H�U�� �O�D�E�R�U�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�Q��
apostle, a prophet, an evangelist, a pastor, or a 
teacher would underestimate the value of a good 
helper.  It is impossible to fulfill your role in one 
of these fivefold offices without someone by your 
side to help you. 

The scripture discusses many helpers.  Aaron, 
Joshua, and the seventy elders served by the side 
�R�I�� �0�R�V�H�V���� �� �$�D�U�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �V�S�R�N�H�V�P�D�Q��
to the people.  Moses received 
�*�R�G�¶�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�R��
Aaron, and Aaron spoke to 
the people.  His role as a 
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